	Yom Kippur	Day of Atonement


Yom Kippur’s Traditions and Customs
Yom Kippur commemorates the day that G‑d forgave the Jewish people for the sin of the Golden Calf.  Forty days after hearing G‑d say at Mount Sinai: "You shall not have the gods of others in My presence; you shall not make for yourself a graven image," the Jews committed the cardinal sin of idolatry. Moses spent nearly three months on top of the mountain pleading with G‑d for forgiveness, and on the tenth of Tishrei it was finally granted: "I have pardoned, as you have requested."
And while it is the most solemn day of the year, we are also joyful, confident that G‑d will forgive our sins and seal our verdict for a year of life, health, and happiness.  For nearly twenty-six hours – from several minutes before sunset on Tishrei 9 until after nightfall on Tishrei 10 – we "afflict our souls": 
· abstain from food and drink, do not wash or anoint our bodies, 
· do not wear leather footwear, and abstain from spousal intimacy. 
· We are likened to the angels, who have no physical needs. Instead of focusing on the physical, we spend much of our day in the synagogue, engaged in repentance and prayer.

Preparations For and Yom Kippur
On the day before Yom Kippur some observances include requesting and receiving honey cake, in acknowledgement that we are all recipients in G‑d's world and in prayerful hope for a sweet year; begging forgiveness from anyone whom we may have wronged during the past year; giving extra charity; and the ceremonial blessing of the children.  Before sunset, women and girls light holiday candles, and everyone makes their way to the synagogue for the services.  In the course of Yom Kippur we will hold five prayer services.  The closing service climaxes in the resounding cries of "Hear O Israel... G‑d is one." Then joy erupts in song and dance, followed by a single blast of the shofar, and the proclamation, "Next year in Jerusalem."  After the fast we partake of a festive after-fast meal.  We immediately begin to look forward to the next holiday and its special mitzvah: the construction of the sukkah.

Scripture Readings
First Evening:	Leviticus 16:1-34; Numbers 29:7-11; Isaiah 57:14 – 58:14; Rom 3:21-26; 2 Cor 5:10-21
Second Day:	Leviticus 18:1-30; Jonah 1:1 – 4:11; Micah 7:18-20; Rom 3:21-26; 2 Cor 5:10-21

Yeshua the Messiah in the Service
Lev 17:11 “the life of the flesh is in the blood…for it is the blood that makes atonement because of the life.”  (Note: Lev. 17 is not part of the reading yet is in the center of God’s word on this day!)
Hebrews 9:24-28 v.25 “Further, he did not enter heaven to offer himself over and over again, like the cohen hagadol (high priest) who enters the Holiest Place year after year with blood that is not his own;” v.28 “..the Messiah, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to deliver those who are eagerly waiting for him.”
Hebrews 10:14 “For by a single offering he has brought to the goal for all time those who are being set apart for God and made holy.”

Application for Believers
James 5:16 “Therefore, openly acknowledge your sins one to another, and pray for each other, so that you may be healed.”
1 John 1:9 “If we acknowledge our sins,…he will forgive them and purify us from all wrongdoing.”
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