	Head of the Month	Rosh Chodesh


What is this Head of the Month celebration all about?

We are so glad you asked!  Rosh Chodesh (Hebrew for Head of the Month) is a recurring time appointed by the Lord to meet with Him bringing the first fruits of our increase and declare publically God’s goodness.  The festival is centered around the beginning of the month according to God’s calendar which has been preserved for us by the Hebrew (or Jewish) people.  

When is the Head of the Month?
The new moon marks the beginning of a new monthly cycle of time.  The next night after a new moon, a thin crescent of light appears along the moon's eastern edge. The remaining portion of the moon that faces Earth is faintly visible because of earthshine, sunlight reflected from Earth to the moon. Each night, an observer on Earth can see more of the sunlit side as the terminator, the line between sunlight and dark, moves westward. 

How did they originally celebrate it?
In the Bible at the time this was commanded in Exodus 23:19 the society was primarily agricultural in nature, meaning that the major source of income for the families was from the planting, watering, tilling and harvesting of agriculture products – wheat, oats, and other grains, as well as vegetables and fruits, including grapes for wine making.  At that time the people were to bring the first and best of what had ripened.  His children also honor Him with the first of their time, hence sanctifying all of their time, and the first of their income, hence sanctifying (or setting apart for Him) all of our income of the month.  The heart behind this command is that the Lord both requests and requires us to give Him the first and the best, but not necessarily the most at this celebration.  We therefore honor Him with the first and best of all that He has provided for us.  
In the Temple, New Moon was celebrated by special sacrifices (Num. xxviii. 11-15; II Chron. ii. 4, viii. 13; Ezra iii. 5; Neh. x. 33) and by the blowing of the trumpet (Num. x. 10). 

Joyful celebration  - Hosea 2:11, Ps 81:3-4		Day of worship  - Is 66:23
Day of Rest – businesses closed  - Amos 8:5	Blowing the shofar (trumpet)  - Num 10:10
Special offerings to God   - Num 28:11-15		Day of Feasting – 1 Sam 20:5
Day to seek the prophet – 2 Kings 4:23
Many women would buy new garments (a good reason to go shopping ladies!)

Why are we celebrating Rosh Chodesh?
· To honor, praise and thank God for what He has done the previous month
· To worship Him, inquire of Him about the month ahead
· To feast (or party) with Him at His request
· To give Him the first therefore sanctify the whole month – position ourselves for His blessings!

Is Rosh Chodesh for believers?
· Colossians 2:16-17 (New American Standard Bible) “16Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day-- 
	 17things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.” 
· Jesus brings life (new moon) out of death (old moon)
· Isaiah 66: 23  “And it shall be that from one New Moon to another New Moon and from one Sabbath to another Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before Me, says the Lord.”
· This is part of the activity in heaven – its’ not temporary!  Lets’ get on board now!?!
Additional information on the Head of the Month, New Moon or Rosh Chodesh[image: http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/images/spacer.gif]
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	By : Kaufmann Kohler, Jewish Encyclopedia.com:
The period of New Moon was, in pre-exilic times, celebrated by cessation of labor; it was superior even to the Sabbath-day, which formed but a part of it (see I Sam. xx. 18-34; II Kings iv. 23; Amos viii. 5; Hos. ii. 13 [A. V. 11]; Ezek. xlvi. 3); but it lost its importance during the Exile (see Sabbath) and was observed mainly as the determining factor of the calendar with its festivals.  
The relation of New Moon to the redemption of Israel was expressed also in the benediction recited by the members of the "ḥaburah" at the New Moon banquet, it reads as follows:
"Be blessed, O Lord, O God, King of the Universe, who hast brought up the teachers in the circle of the school and taught them the knowledge of the seasons. As Thou hast appointed the time for the circuit of the moon, so hast Thou also selected the wise who are skilled in the counting and fixing of the seasons, as it is said: 'He appointed the moon for seasons' [Ps. civ. 19]. For 'as the new heaven and the new earth which I will make shall remain before Me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your name remain.' Blessed be Thou, O Lord, who reneweth Israel and the moon."
This is followed by Ps. cvi. and cvii., and II Chron. xx.-xxi.; at the close occurs a special prayer for the coming of Elijah and of the Messiah. Then comes the proclamation: "The New Moon be consecrated!" 
The waxing and waning of the moon reminded the sages of Israel's renewal (Pirḳe R. El. li.), especially with reference to the prophecy that in the future the "light of the moon will be like the light of the sun" (Isa. xxx. 26), as well as of the Messiah, who for certain times is concealed and then again revealed.



 (Smith’s Bible Names Dictionary):
 Month
From the time of the institution of the Mosaic law downward the religious feasts commencing with the passover depended not simply on the month, but on the moon; the 14th of Abib was coincident with the full moon; and the new moons themselves were the occasions of regular festivals. (Numbers 10:10; 28:11-14) The commencement of the month was generally decided by observation of the new moon. The usual number of months in a year was twelve, as implied in (1 Kings 4:7; 1 Chronicles 27:1-15) but since twelve lunar months would make but 354 1/2 days, the years would be short twelve days of the short twelve days of the true year, and therefore it follows as a matter of course that an additional month must have been inserted about every third year, which would bring the number up to thirteen. No notice, however, is taken of this month in the Bible. In the modern Jewish calendar the intercalary month is introduced seven times in every nineteen years. The usual method of designating the months was by their numerical order, e.g. "the second month," (Genesis 7:11) "the fourth month," (2 Kings 25:3) and this was generally retained even when the names were given, e.g. "in the month Zif, which is the second month." (1 Kings 6:1)
	
P.O. Box 27873, Panama City, FL 32411  Tele 850-588-8527                         cyndi@royalpathway.org                                 Messiah’s House Ministries, Inc.

image1.gif




