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[bookmark: 297306]Elul in Jewish history
The origins of Elul as a month of special Divine grace and mercy go back to the time of Moses, in the year 2448 from creation (1313 BCE)--the first year after the Jewish people went out of Egypt.
Seven weeks after the exodus, the people of Israel received the Torah at Mount Sinai and entered into an eternal covenant with G-d as His chosen people. But just 40 days later, while Moses was still up on the mountain, they violated their special relationship with G-d by worshipping a golden calf. Upon descending from the mountain and witnessing their transgression, Moses smashed the two stone tablets on which G-d had inscribed the Ten Commandments; he then returned to Mount Sinai for a second 40 days to plead with G-d on Israel's behalf.
On the early morning of the 1st of Elul, Moses once again ascended Mount Sinai, taking with him the stone tablets he had hewn, by divine command, for G-d to re-inscribe the Ten Commandments. On the mountain, G-d allowed Moses to "see My back, but not My face" -- the closest any human being ever came to knowing G-d -- and taught him the secret of His "Thirteen Attributes of Mercy" (Exodus 33:18-34:8).
[bookmark: 297591]For the third time, Moses remained on the mountain for 40 days, from the 1st of Elul until the 10th of Tishrei (Yom Kippur), during which time He obtained G-d's whole-hearted forgiveness and reconciliation with the people of Israel. Ever since, the month of Elul serves as the "month of Divine mercy and forgiveness."

References include:  Forerunner Ministries, JewishEncyclopedia.com, chabad.org, elshaddaiministries.us


Rosh Chodesh Observances  Today is Rosh Chodesh--"Head of the Month"--for the Hebrew month of "Elul".  Many have the custom to mark Rosh Chodesh with a festive meal and reduced work activity.	

Observances for Elul
As the last month of the Jewish religious year, Elul is traditionally a time of introspection and stocktaking -- a time to review one's deeds and spiritual progress over the past year and prepare for the upcoming "Days of Awe" of Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur.
As the month of "Divine Mercy and Forgiveness," Elul is a most opportune time for teshuvah ("return" to G-d), prayer, charity, and increased Ahavat Yisrael (love for a fellow Jew) in the quest for self-improvement and coming closer to G-d.   The month of Elul is a time when "the king is in the field" and, in contrast to when he is in the royal palace, "everyone who so desires is permitted to meet him, and he receives them all with a cheerful countenance and shows a smiling face to them all."
Elul
· Is a month to fix what is broken – reflect and repent
· A month of “good fortune,” rewards begin to manifest this month
· A month to find your order in your tribe or company of the Lord
· A month of appointed mercy from the hand of God and a month of wisdom 
· Nehemiah finished rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem in Elul – we are to run to the tower of might – Jesus – Yeshua the Messiah!


Next month is Rosh Hashanah _Sept. 8th 2010 Yom Kippur _Sept. 17th 2010__and 
Sukkot(Feast of Tabernacles)Sept. 22-29 2010 known as the High Holy Days of the year.
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